MINUTES

SPECIAL MEETING
DESTIN CITY COUNCIL

FEBRUARY 26, 2018
DESTIN CITY HALL

ANNEX COUNCIL CHAMBERS

5: 30 PM

The Council of the City of Destin met in special session with the following members and
staff present:

Destin City Council
Mayor Scott Fischer
Councilmember

Rodney

Braden

Councilmember Parker Destin

Councilmember Chatham Morgan

Councilmember Tuffy Dixon

Councilmember Prebble Ramswell

Councilmember Cyron Marler

Destin City Staff

City Manager Carisse LeJeune
City Engineer David Campbell
Public Information Manager Doug

Rainer

City Clerk Rey Bailey
Finance Director Bragg Farmer
City Attorney Associate Kyle Bowman

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Scott Fischer

called

the meeting to

order at

5: 30 PM.

He asked everyone to observe

a moment of silence; which was then followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
NEW BUSINESS
1.

Emergency Dredging and Beach Restoration Project for the City of Destin

The City Manager informed the Council the City Attorney has been working
with Okaloosa County to consummate an interlocal agreement for an emergency
Holiday Isle dredging project; and that the County plans to use Tourist Development
Council ( TDC) funds for the project. Taylor Engineering will be acting as the project
manager, and the dredging is to occur after the Norriego Point dredge and sand
distribution has been completed. She also stated that she, the City Engineer and City
Attorney reviewed the interlocal agreement and the Taylor Engineering contract and
they all feel they are sufficient.
Councilmember Dixon moved to authorize either the City Manager or the
Mayor to sign the Interlocal Agreement between Okaloosa County and the City of
Destin, the Contract for Professional Consulting Services with Taylor Engineering,

Inc.,

and

all

easement

documents

as

presented

tonight;

seconded

by

Councilmember Ramswell. Motion passed 6- 0 ( Council members Morgan, Destin,
Marler, Dixon, Ramswell

and

Braden

voted " yes";

Councilmember Foreman was

absent from the meeting).
OTHER BUSINESS

The City Manager noted that she had a conference call late Friday afternoon with Capt. Donnie
Brown and Mr. Craig Barker in regards to the Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance and Northwest Florida
State College filing grant application under Triumph Gulf Coast for the Gulf Coast Economy
Preservation Project; and that the City is being asked to make available the City' s land-based pump-out

facility located at Joe' s Bayou for two pump-out boats operated by PumpOut USA, Inc. with Capt.
Donnie Brown.

They also asked to use the north side of the north pier at Joe' s Bayou Boat Ramp to

dock two pump- out boats

She stated that they have not had the opportunity to determine
from the Destin Water Users if there would be any additional costs to the City for the sewage disposal.
overnight.

She also pointed out the City' s Code of Ordinances do not allow for any mooring or docking at City
facilities between the hours of sunset and sunrise; and that if the Council intends to approve these in-

kind contributions, staff could find out from the legal counsel if there is some way to come back with
changes to the ordinance to accommodate this request.

Councilmember Dixon stated he has no problem approving the request; however, he wants to
make sure it is alright to discuss this matter tonight even though it is not listed on the agenda.

According to the City Attorney Associate Kyle Bowman, the Council can discuss this matter;

however, the City' s legal counsel has not had a chance to review it and so they cannot recommend to
the Council to take any kind of action at this time.
The City Manager noted the pre-application has to be submitted tomorrow, which is the only
reason she

brought this issue forward tonight

with

limited information.

She continued the in-kind

contributions would have to be included in the pre-application if the Council is willing to provide them.
She also remarked that she cannot guarantee the City would have any NRDA grant money to be able to
build anything in time to accommodate this project if the Triumph Gulf Coast grant funding is
approved.

Councilmember Braden

stated

that he

supports

the

request.

He also asked if they could do

anything with the transient slips located down on the harbor.
The City Manager explained that the transient slips are part of the Capt. Royal Melvin Restore
Act grant, and so they have to remain transient.
Capt. Donnie Brown explained that PumpOut USA has filed for a program for the 8 counties,

from Pensacola to St. Marks, where they would be funded through the State and through the federal
grants to get a free pump- out service. Every boat over 26 feet will be eligible to have free pump-out
service to keep them from dumping sewage overboard.
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Councilmember Ramswell stated that though it may sound great, and it is something she could
completely support, she knew absolutely nothing about the project prior to tonight' s meeting.
Councilmember Morgan noted that Mr. Barker gave him the hour-long presentation on this
program; and that he supports it because he believes it would have a tremendous benefit to the City of
Destin. He would also like to encourage Mr. Barker to give a condensed, 5- minute summary of the
presentation at a future meeting when this Council is asked to vote on this item.

Capt. Brown noted they have to submit the pre- application tomorrow and they just need to
make sure the Council does not oppose the idea of providing the in-kind donations so they could be
included in the application.

The City Manager stated if there is a consensus from the Council to consider the in-kind
contributions to the grant application, staff could work with legal counsel to make sure they are not in
violation of their own ordinances; and then bring something back for the Council to vote on.

There were no objections from any member of the Council.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ms. Ashley Cornish, a Destin resident, noted that the continued documentation of the current
state of the beaches on Holiday Isle has been taken out of the interlocal agreement that the Council
approved tonight.

The City Manager explained that the City would be doing a separate contract for the continued
monitoring of the beaches as required by the Inlet Management Plan; adding it was removed from the
interlocal agreement because the intent was to sunset the agreement in September 2018 rather than

continuing it for the next 3 years.
ADJOURNMENT

Having no further business at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 5: 50 PM.
ADOPTED THIS

5TH

DAY OF MARCH 2018

By:

Scott Fischer, Mayor
ATTES

Rey Bailey, City Clerk
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