MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING

DESTIN CITY COUNCIL
FEBRUARY 5, 2018
CITY HALL ANNEX COUNCIL CHAMBERS
6: 00 PM

The Council of the City of Destin met in regular session with the following members and
staff present:

Destin City Council
Mayor Scott Fischer
Councilmember Chatham Morgan

Councilmember Tuffy Dixon
Councilmember Rodney Braden

Councilmember Parker Destin

Councilmember Prebble Ramswell

Councilmember Cyron Marler

Councilmember Jim Foreman

Destin City Staff

City Manager Carisse LeJeune
Deputy City Manager Steve Schmidt
City Engineer David Campbell
Public Information Manager Doug Rainer
Parks & Recreation Director Lance Johnson
Land Use

Attorney Kimberly Kopp

City Clerk Rey Bailey
HR Manager Karen Jankowski
IT Manager Webb Warren

Finance Director Bragg Farmer
Library Director Jurate Burns
City Attorney Jeffrey Burns

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Scott Fischer

the meeting to order at 6: 00 PM.

Reverend Barry Carpenter
of the Destin United Methodist Church gave the invocation; which was then followed by the
called

Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA APPROVAL (Matters not specifically listed on the agenda may be added and acted
upon with a super-majority vote ofthe Council members present and eligible to vote on the matter)

Councilmember Morgan requests they allow Mr. Ron Sandstead to speak and make a brief
presentation under agenda

item# 4D—Airport Road Landscape Plan.

Motion by Councilmember Morgan, seconded by Councilmember Braden, to approve
the agenda, as amended, passed 7- 0 ( Council members Morgan, Destin, Marler, Foreman,
Dixon, Ramswell and Braden voted" yes").
1.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A) Approval of minutes of November 6, 2017 regular city council meeting
Councilmember Dixon moved for approval of minutes of November 6, 2017 regular
city

meeting; seconded by Councilmember Marler. Motion passed 7- 0 ( Council
Morgan, Destin, Marler, Foreman, Dixon, Ramswell and Braden voted" yes").

council

members

2.

PROCLAMATIONS /

RECOGNITIONS / "

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/

ANNOUNCEMENTS (NO PUBLIC COMMENTS)

A) Preserve trees and public access to Harbor Lane right-of-way while securing private
property— Mr. Tim Krueger/ 604 Harbor Lane

Mr. Tim Krueger, owner of the property at 604 Harbor Lane, presented a proposed Harbor
improvement plan to the City Council. He stated the proposed plan would
preserve trees and public access to Harbor Lane right-of-way while securing his private property. It
Lane

right- of-way

would also serve as a deterrent to trespassers and as an aesthetic facelift to an otherwise neglected
area. He asked for Council' s approval of the plan.

Councilmember Braden asked why not just extend the road down an internal driveway to
the property rather than abandoning the right of way where his driveway is going.
Mr. Krueger stated they could do so, but they could end up losing some of the trees. They
are trying to preserve every tree.

The City Manager noted that Mr. Krueger has been working with the City Engineer David
Campbell on this issue. She asked the Council to allow Mr. Campbell to speak on the subject.

Mr. Campbell explained this is a unique situation where the improvements to the roadway
do not extend to the property line. The property is also utilized as a neighborhood park and used by
pedestrians

to

walk

down to the

water.

There are also a lot of vehicles that park at the end of the

pavement. It has been an ongoing problem for some time and they are still trying to figure out how
best to treat this issue long term, and find a solution that would work for everybody. He continued
that when the original owner came to speak with the City, he wanted to secure his property while it
was under construction as well as into the future after construction.
He was allowed to put up a
chain to allow vehicles back in the construction area, and now to Mr. Krueger' s property.

Typically, the City code does not allow a gate in the middle of the right-of-way; but, there is no
in the

City quite like this one. A gate would seem appropriate at the edge of
pavement to prevent vehicles from entering the right-of-way area and mainly allows pedestrians to
other circumstance

access.

Mr. Krueger has the desire to essentially fence the driveway for the safety and security of

his property.

However, a fence would take a public property for private use. He added there are
certain things in the code for which he has no latitude such as fencing inside the right-of-way.

Mr. Krueger noted they are asking for permission to put up a gate and a fence line because
one would be useless without the other.

Councilmember Foreman stated that if the City is not going to maintain the property or if
they do not have a demand for it, the proper thing to do is to vacate it.
Councilmember Morgan stated there are families that access this area during the day, and
there may be a lot of push back from people who frequent this area if they vacate the entire right-ofway; but, he has no objection as long as they are leaving a waterfront access open to the public.
Councilmember Ramswell noted that the plan seems to show the public would retain their
egress/ ingress

He asked if they could consider this a public-private partnership since
Mr. Krueger is talking about beautifying this area and making it more attractive.
to the

park.

Page 2

of

11

According to the City Manager, because it is a public right-of-way, and they are discussing
a partial vacation, Mr. Krueger could probably come in and do an application for a partial vacation.

But, since it is a public property, they cannot allow private use; adding they cannot allow him to
build a fence if it remains a public property.

It was the consensus of the Council to have Mr. Krueger, Mr. Odom, the City Attorney and
City Manager and staff to discuss partial vacation of the right-of-way, and come back with
recommendations to the City Council.
3.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS THAT ARE NOT PUBLIC
HEARINGS

4.

CITY MANAGER REPORTS

A. Emergency Dredging and Beach Restoration Project

The Mayor reported that concerned citizens from the City of Destin and the Holiday Isle
Owners Association have approached both the Okaloosa County Commission and Tourist
Development Council to express interest in taking advantage of the opportunity to utilize a dredge
company currently working on the Norriego Point Stabilization project, to place sand on eroded

beaches east of the East Pass jetty. By using a dredge company currently in the area, a substantial
cost saving could be realized by eliminating the high mobilization cost associated with typical
dredge projects. Any contract with the dredge company would have to be with the City because the
City holds

the

permits

to dredge the East Pass.

The Tourist Development Council has volunteered

to fund the project utilizing the City' s permit.
The City Manager explained than an inter-local agreement must first be obtained between
Okaloosa County and the City of Destin that insures payment by the County to the dredge
contractor and the Coastal Engineering Company that will manage the project.
She asked that
Council authorizes her and the City Attorney to work with Okaloosa County to move the project
forward. Once that authorization is given, the City Attorney will work with the County Attorney on
the inter-local agreement, and staff will immediately start a conversation with the dredge company
to obtain cost proposal and schedules that will be incorporated into a future contract and the interlocal

Both agreements can come back to the City Council for approval at a future
special meeting, so as not to delay the project and perhaps jeopardize the ability to schedule the
dredge company.
agreement.

Councilmember Braden moved to direct the City Attorney and City Manager to work
with Okaloosa County to move the emergency dredging and beach restoration project
forward and bring back the necessary contracts and agreements for City Council approval.
Councilmember Ramswell

provided

a

second

to

the

motion,

which

passes

7- 0 ( Council

members Morgan, Destin, Marler, Foreman, Dixon, Ramswell and Braden voted" yes").

Motion by Councilmember Dixon, seconded by Councilmember Marler, to schedule a
special council meeting on Monday, February 12, 2018, to discuss this project, passed 7- 0
Council members Morgan, Destin, Marler, Foreman, Dixon, Ramswell and Braden voted
yes").
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B.

2018 Capital Improvement Indian Bayou Trail Pathway

According to City Engineer David Campbell, the City proposes to construct an 8' wide
concrete, lighted, multi-use path on the west side of Indian Bayou Trail from US Hwy 98 north to
the intersection near Immanuel Anglican Church. This project was identified and funded in Fiscal
Year 2017. The cost of construction for the new multi-use trail is estimated to be $ 99, 741. 84. The

estimated cost of materials and installation of new Destin style LED lights from Gulf Power is

148, 800.00 and $ 314.39 plus applicable taxes a month for maintenance and energy. The pathways
Master Plan Project account has a total of$489, 720. 56 for Fiscal Year 2018.
Councilmember Morgan moved to approve an expenditure not to exceed $ 285,541. 84

for the construction of a new 8' wide ADA compliant multi-use pathway with lighting along
Indian Bayou Trail and authorize the City Manager to approve a work order in the amount
of $99,741. 84 for the City' s continuing concrete services provider, S. H. Hayes Enterprises,
LLC and enter into an agreement with Gulf Power to install and maintain the lighting for an
approximate amount

of $ 148, 800. 00

and $

314.39 plus taxes a month for maintenance and

energy was; seconded by Councilmember Marler.
Councilmember Ramswell

stated

that this

seems

to be

a

trail that

leads to

nowhere.

It ends

at the end of the street.

Mr. Campbell explained that the trail would connect to an existing sidewalk that goes in to
Indian Bayou, and would connect up to US Hwy 98; adding they are currently working with FDOT
to make that connection.

Councilmember Braden

that the monthly

stated

charge

314. 39 by Gulf Power for

of $

maintenance of 25 street lights seemed too high.
Councilmember Dixon stated that the round- a- bout in this area needs some improvements.

There is not a good place for a pedestrian to cross it.

Mr. Campbell stated they would look at the situation; adding that the latest safety designs
for round-a- bouts currently show pedestrian crossings being further away from the circle, which
gives vehicles a chance to get out of the circle before they stop for pedestrians.
The Mayor

called

for

a

vote

on

the

Morgan, Destin, Marler, Foreman, Dixon,

motion,

and

which

Ramswell

passes
voted

6- 1 ( Council members
" yes";

Councilmember

Braden voted" no").
C.

Request for Council approval to purchase a truck for Public Services Department
unbudgeted)

Mr. Campbell

explained

that the Council

approved

the initial

request

of $70,000

for the

purchase of vehicles in the Fiscal Year 2018 budget. Subsequent to the budget, Public Services had
two trucks go

2017

down

when one of

failures. Vehicle one suffered engine damage in November

with mechanical

the

cylinders

had

a

broken

spark

plug fall into it. The repair was estimated to

cost more than the vehicle was worth. Vehicle two went down with transmission failure. Staff was
able to take the transmission from vehicle one to repair vehicle two at a cost of$ 513. 00, so Public
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Services

only down

was

one vehicle.

Staff

requests $

27, 730. 00 for a 2018 Ford F- 150 to replace

vehicle one.

Councilmember Morgan moved to authorize the City Manager to purchase the 2018
Ford F- 150 under the Florida State Purchasing Contract in the amount of $27,730. 00, fund
the purchase with the City' s ending fund balance and make the appropriate budget
amendment; seconded by Councilmember Marler.
Motion passed 7- 0 ( Council members
Morgan, Destin, Marler, Foreman, Dixon, Ramswell and Braden voted" yes").
D. Airport Road Landscape Plan
The

City

Manager

provided

the

following

report.

The Town Center CRA Advisory

Committee was tasked in their Fiscal Year 2017 work plan to select the initial phase of the Airport
Road

landscaping installation. This was changed by the committee from the curve in front of the
airport to the western end, due to future work that might be done as identified in the FDOT Safety
Audit. There was some progress made in beginning a landscape plan for the entirety of Airport
Road and securing interest in partners to fulfill the vision. A landscape architect was hired to create
a preliminary design, and this work plan was carried over into Fiscal Year 2018.
City staff was
tasked with working with the advisory committee to accomplish the following action plan:
Task

Locate

appropriate

Target Completion Date

Status

landscape

Summer 2017

Complete

CRA

Fall 2018

In progress/ on track

Fall/ Winter 2018

On track

Design services
Design Plans,

secure

approvals; secure permit
approvals

Negotiate community

partnership; secure CRA
approvals

Install

landscaping

Ongoing

New design planting

start

date TBD

and

has

The City Manager also stated that the advisory committee does not have full membership
not been able to meet due to lack of quorum. Staff sent the preliminary design for Airport

Road medians to the 3 remaining members to receive their individual comments with the intent of
bringing those forward to the CRA Board for discussions and to obtain comments and
recommendations from the CRA Board. The next step in this process is for the City Engineering
and Traffic Division to coordinate with the landscape architect to incorporate the recommendations

from the Board, and to ensure that the FDOT Green Book Design Standards are being met, per the
City' s Land Development Code.
Councilmember Morgan stated that Destin is full of Crepe Myrtles and Palm Trees, and he

would like to see Oak Trees and hard woods; realizing there are some concerns there because of
median sizes. He then introduces Mr. Ron Sandstead, an advocate of Main Street and Airport Road,

who will make a brief presentation pertaining to this subject.

Mr. Sandstead stated he was able to see the landscaping ideas for Airport Road and was
disappointed by the types of trees that were chosen; and that he would like to see the right kinds of
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trees

get planted

before the Council

approves

the

proposed plan.

He mentioned that the proposed

plan calls for 17 Cabbage Palms, 36 Sylvester Palms, and 53 Crepe Myrtles; and though he does not
dislike these types
showcase native

of

trees, he feels there

are

better

options.

Florida trees, particularly Oak Trees

He feels this is a great opportunity to

and certain varieties of

Magnolia Trees. He

stated that he drove around Destin and saw how Oak and Magnolia Trees have fit into the street
landscapes.

He then showed photographs of the following trees on the following locations, stating
that the trees do not seem to pose any threats on vehicles at any of these locations.
Oak Trees on Main Street

Oak Trees on Mountain Drive
Magnolia Trees on Mountain Drive

Oak Trees on Stahlman Avenue
Oak Trees on 98Palms

Oak Trees on Commons Drive
Oak Trees on Airport Road

Councilmember Ramswell stated that she likes the looks of the Oak Trees; however, one of
the

photos showed roots

popping

out of

the

ground.

She expressed concern they would create

damage to the sidewalk as they grow.

Mr. Sandstead stated it would depend on the variety of Oak Tree the landscape architect
chooses. There are Oak Trees that would grow horizontally and create a mound, and some that will
grow vertically with the root system.

Councilmember Braden stated that he prefers seeing an Oak Tree planted on Airport Road
because it has a beautiful canopy.

Councilmember Morgan stated he prefers Oak Trees over Crepe Myrtles; adding that Trees
on the Coast and lots of other community partners would be willing to foot a significant portion, if
not all, of the bill.

the

Mr. Allen French of Trees on the Coast stated that his organization is willing to partner with
City on this project. He stated that Trees on the Coast Board of Directors has created a project

to plant 11 trees to honor the 11 servicemen who perished in March 2016 in the Black Hawk

Helicopter crash on the two year anniversary of this tragic accident. They want to give these trees

to the City; however, in their effort to do so, they received a list of requirements from the City.
They were asked to submit a site plan, showing locations and distance from curbing, regulatory
signage,

meet

all

FDOT

requirements,

location

of

sub- service

drainage

system,

location of

piping/storm water exfiltration system, etc. They then translate this to mean the City does not want
the trees.
He stated they are a small organization and they do not have the time, expertise or
funding to meet all these requirements. They merely ask that the City create a plan to meet all the
aforementioned requirements, and then they would gladly donate and plant the trees.
The City Manager asked Mr. French if they intend to make this a part of the Airport Road
median project and what kind of trees they currently have that they are looking to plant there.

Mr. French replied they would like to make it a part of the Airport Road median project, and
that they wanted to plant some trees on the curve by the airport but are not sure what type of trees
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there considering the safety issues.
place of the Date Palm.

They also asked if they could plant an Oak Tree in

could go

The City Manager explained there may have been some miscommunications because the

plan that was done by the landscape architect was a preliminary plan. Staff still needs to meet with
the landscape

architect

to

make sure

the preliminary

plan

is going to

They are open to the

work.

types of trees the Council has mentioned and they are ready to go back with the landscape architect
and the City engineers to see what kind of trees are appropriate for planting. She added they are
open to looking at all alternatives, but they are in the timeline previously approved by the Council.
The Council will have the ability to direct changes to the timeline, with the understanding that if this
becomes the priority project for staff, they may need to put on hold some of the other projects they
are currently working on to meet this deadline.
The

City

Engineer

stated

they

should

be

able

to

go simultaneous routes

in this

They

case.

could continue with the overall landscape plan and determine where to place the trees coming from
Trees on the Coast and incorporate this in the overall landscape plan.
Mr. French asked to be advised if it would be possible to plant these trees in March this

year; and if not, they would be willing to delay it.

The City Manager asked if the Council wishes to make this project a priority so they could
push the timeline up and try to get everything done by March .
Councilmember Morgan stated he is satisfied with the current time line; adding he is more
concern about

getting the landscape

plan

right

and

planting

trees

the

community

would

appreciate.

There was a general consensus of the Council to keep the current time line.

According to the City Manager, they would do their best to work with Mr. French and try to
make the March time frame, if possible.

Ms. Leigh Moore, representing Howard Group, stated they support the planting of Oak
Palm Trees. They also support the dedication of trees for the 11 servicemen that
perished from the crash as well as the partnership between a non-profit organization and the City of
Trees

over

Destin.

5.

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES NOT REQUIRING PUBLIC HEARINGS
A) First reading

of

Ordinance 18- 03- CC— Committee Reorganization

The City Attorney read Ordinance 18- 03- CC by title, and then presented it to the City
Council on first reading.
AN

ORDINANCE

COMMITTEE,

OF

THE

BOARDS,

CITY

PANELS,

OF
AND

DESTIN,

FLORIDA,

COMMISSIONS;

RELATING

PROVIDING

TO
FOR

AUTHORITY; AMENDING THE CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 2,
ARTICLE II, COMMITTEE, BOARDS, PANELS, AND COMMISSIONS, SECTION

2- 33 APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ANY
INCONSISTENT

ORDINANCES;

PROVIDING

FOR

INCORPORATION

INTO
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CODE OF ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

The City Manager explained that in 2014, the Council approved an ordinance which
reorganized the City' s standing committees by combining the Recreation Committee with the
Environmental Committee/Tree Board; forming the Environmental, Parks &
Recreation
The present Council adopted an ordinance this year that imposes new

Committee/ Tree Board.

requirements related to the membership composition and duties of a Tree Commission, as well as
the ongoing benefits
to

amend

the

code

of

to

the Parks &

reestablish

Recreation Committee —

and

Recreation Committee.

two independent

Staff requests Council' s authorization

committees —

Tree Commission and Parks &

sunsetting the Environment, Parks &

Recreation Committee/Tree

Board.

Councilmember Morgan moved to approve Ordinance 18- 03- CC on first reading
and instruct staff to bring the item back on second reading; seconded by Councilmember
Dixon.

Motion

passed

7- 0.

Motion passed 7- 0 ( Council members Morgan, Destin, Marler,

Foreman, Dixon, Ramswell and Braden voted" yes").

B) First reading

of

Ordinance 18- 04- CN— Purchase of 603 Sandalwood Drive

The City Attorney read Ordinance 18- 04- CN by title, and then presented it to the City
Council on first reading.
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DESTIN OF OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA,
RELATING TO THE PURCHASE OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY FOR THE CROSS
TOWN CONNECTOR; PROVIDING FOR AUTHORITY; PROVIDING FOR FINDING

OF FACT; PROVIDING FOR CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT FOR

PURCHASE OF TOWNHOME UNIT, LOCATED AT 603 SANDALWOOD DRIVE,
DESTIN, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Deputy City Manager Steve Schmidt explained that the Council approved acquiring all 6
units in a town home building. It simplifies the acquisition process by keeping the City
from having to maintain units when there are other units that are occupied, advances the project and
individual

gets them closer to getting it fully funded by FDOT. This will be the first of 6 purchase agreement
staff would be bringing to the Council at some point.
Councilmember Dixon moved to approve Ordinance 18- 04- CC on first reading and
direct staff to bring it back for second reading at the next city council meeting; seconded by
Councilmember Marler.
Foreman, Dixon,

6.

and

Motion

Ramswell

6- 1 ( Council members Morgan, Destin, Marler,

passed

voted"

yes";

Councilmember Braden voted" no").

PUBLIC HEARINGS
A)

Second reading of Ordinance 18- 02- CC, sale of alcoholic beverages within the City of
Destin

The City Attorney read Ordinance 18- 02- CC by title, and then presented it to the City
Council on second reading.
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DESTIN, FLORIDA RELATING TO

THE

SALE

OF

ALCOHOLIC

BEVERAGES

WITHIN

THE

CITY

OF

DESTIN; PROVIDING FOR AUTHORITY; PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS
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OF FACT; PROVIDING FOR AN AMENDMENT TO CITY CODE SECTION

3- 1 HOURS OF SALE; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION INTO THE
CITY

CODE

OF

ORDINANCES;

PROVIDING

FOR

CONFLICTING

PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

The City Manager noted this ordinance changes the hours that alcohol can be sold on
Sundays;

which

is

similar

to Fort Walton Beach.

It allows local businesses to be competitive with

their neighboring city.

The Mayor opened a public hearing to receive comments for or against the proposed
ordinance.

Ms. Christina Weeks, a business owner in Destin, approving this ordinance would keep the
sale of alcohol in this area rather than sending customers somewhere else, enabling them to keep
their sales in Destin.

Having no other comments, the Mayor closed the public hearing and turned the matter over
to the City Council for their discussion and consideration.
Councilmember Destin moved to approve Ordinance 18- 02- CC on second reading;
by Councilmember Braden. Motion passed 5- 2 ( Council members Morgan, Destin,

seconded

Dixon, Ramswell and Braden voted" yes; Council members Marler and Foreman voted" no").
7. * CONSENT AGENDA( NO PUBLIC COMMENTS)

A) Resolution 18- 01 — Interlocal Agreement with the Destin Fire Control District for
B)

Beach Safety and Lifeguard Services
Resolution 18- 08 — Request t approval for contract extension for the Independence Day
Fireworks Display Continuing Services Contract with Pyro Shows, Inc.

C) Resolution 18- 10—

Continuing Services Contract for Arborist Services

D) Approval of concession contract
E)

Passport contract amendment for citation management

F)

Request Approval for use of City streets for the Junior League of the Emerald Coast,
Inc. 5k walk/ 1 Ok run( Rock the Road) Charity Race on February 24, 2018
G) Amendment to City Land Use Attorney Contract

Motion by Councilmember Marler, seconded by Councilmember Destin, to approve
Consent Agenda items # 7A thru #7G,

as

printed

above,

passed

7- 0 ( Council members

Morgan, Destin, Marler, Foreman, Dixon, Ramswell and Braden voted" yes").

8.

COMMENTS/ PRESENTATIONS

FROM

MAYOR,

COUNCIL,

LAND

USE

ATTORNEY AND CITY ATTORNEY( NO PUBLIC COMMENTS)
A. Councilmember Braden

Councilmember Braden expressed his gratitude to County Commissioner Kelly Windes for
his support of the effort to regulate Crab Island. He also thanked Gulf Power for continuing to work
with the City in their effort to come up with a new franchise agreement.
B.

Councilmember Ramswell
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Councilmember Ramswell expressed her appreciation to the Short Term Rental Task Force

who has been meeting weekly to try to come up with mutually acceptable statutes and ordinances in
terms of occupancy and other short term rental issues, and arrive at some solutions to present to this
Council. She also stated she has attended several of their meetings and have been very impressed
with the discussions that have taken place.
C.

Councilmember Dixon

Councilmember Dixon noted that the piece of property next to the concrete plant which Mr.

Jay Odom has conveyed to the City is an area where a lot of people park and take their children to
the water' s edge or launch their kayak. She asked the City Manager to do what is necessary to try to

improve upon that property to be able to utilize it to its fullest extent possible before the next
summer season.

D. Councilmember Foreman

E.

Councilmember Marler

F.

Councilmember Destin

G. Councilmember Morgan
H. Mayor Fischer
1)

Executive Summary and Recommendation for CM Evaluation

The Mayor reported that based on a highest rating of 5. 00, the City Manager received a

rating of 3. 97 for Professional Skills, a rating of 3. 58 for Communication Skills, a rating of 3. 63 for
Leadership Skills and a rating of 3. 15 for Goals Accomplishment. He stated that based on the City
Manager' s overall score of 3. 49, a 1 percent merit increase would be appropriate for the Fiscal Year
2018 budget period.

Councilmember Ramswell moved to authorize the City Manager' s Employment

Agreement to be amended and executed by the Mayor and City Manager, to be effective on
the annual anniversary date of employment, to increase the City Manager' s based salary by
1%

merit

increase;

seconded

by

Councilmember Braden.

Motion

passed

7- 0 ( Council

members Morgan, Destin, Marler, Foreman, Dixon, Ramswell and Braden voted" yes").
I.
J.

Land Use Attorney
City Attorney
1) Utility Extension Agreement Offer Deadline

The City Attorney noted that two weeks ago when Council approved the offer from Gulf
Power Company to extend the franchise agreement, there was no deadline given for a response
from Gulf Power Company. He asked for the Council to approve a motion giving the company a
deadline of February 16, 2018 to provide a response to the franchise agreement extension.
Motion by Councilmember Braden to provide Gulf Power with a deadline of February
16, 2018 to provide a response to the Franchise Agreement extension was seconded by
Councilmember

Ramswell

and

passed

7- 0 ( Council

members

Morgan, Destin,

Marler,

Foreman, Dixon, Ramswell and Braden voted" yes").
9.

COMMENTS/ CONCERNS FROM THE AUDIENCE/PUBLIC ON ANY MATTERS
CONSIDERED AT MEETING, OR ON ANY MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA
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Mr. Wendell Smith of Gulf Power Company stated that the company is fully prepared to
invest more money in the system in the City of Destin; however, the vote the Council just took

giving the company a deadline to respond to a request for a franchise in effect is asking the
company

not

to spend $ 2. 7

million on

the

City' s distribution

system

in two

years.

He also stated

that if the Council opts to buy the system a year from May 2018, then the price to purchase the
system just went up. He also stated that Gulf Power fully intends to continue to negotiate in good
faith on the franchise agreement.

Councilmember Dixon explained that by establishing a deadline, the Council is merely

trying to be proactive to make sure the current franchise agreement does not expire, and to have
more

time to study their

options.

He asked what difference it would make to ask Gulf Power

Company to decide whether they are willing to grant that extension in two weeks or at a later date.
Mr. Smith stated it would give Gulf Power Company more time to look at their options.

Councilmember Braden wonders why a franchise extension suddenly becomes a big issue.
He stated the previous statement that by asking for a franchise extension, the City is effectively
telling Gulf Power not to spend$ 2. 7 million on infrastructure seems like a ploy to cause more chaos
in the community.

Mr. Smith explained that the franchise counter offer from the City of Destin was for a 20year agreement with a buyout clause of 5 years; where the City can buy the system after 5 years. If

Gulf Power agrees to a one year extension, they would already be a year into a 5- year buyout
period.

Councilmember Ramswell asked for the City Attorney' s opinion on this issue.

According to the City Attorney, the one-year extension is a fair offer because it would
simplify everything. The City Council had given Gulf Power Company a deadline to respond and
the company should respond by then.
161H

Mr. Smith

stated

stated

that Gulf Power

Company

would

certainly

respond

by February

Mr. Mark Robertson, a Destin resident and a candidate for the City Council, spoke next. He
they have a family friendly beach community with three major points of access — Marler

Bridge, Gulf Shore by Holiday Isle, and on Main Street. Those three points of access has a Chevron
gas

station

with

a

lot

of campaign

signs.

He stated that the Chevron stations are the largest

distributor of phonography in the City, and that the City should review its obscenity law.
Having no further business at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 8: 40 PM.
ADOPTED THIS 7T" DAY OF MAY 2018

By:

a

s, Mayor

Rey Bailey, City Clerk
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